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Social and Economic Aspects of

Mexican Immigration
From The Survey, September 7, 1912: “Mexican Immigrants in the United States,” by Samuel Bryan

Previous to 1900 the influx of Mexicans was comparatively unimportant. It was confined
almost exclusively to those portions of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California
which are near the boundary line between Mexico and the United States. Since these
states were formerly Mexican territory and have always possessed a considerable
Mexican population, a limited migration back and forth across the border was a perfectly
natural result of the existing blood relationship. During the period from 1890 to 1900 the
Mexican-bom population of these Border States increased from 66,312 to 99,969. Since
1900, however, there has been a rapid increase in the volume of Mexican immigration,
and also some change ion its geographical distribution, with the result that distinct social
and economic problems have arisen.

This rapid increase has resulted from the expansion of mdustry mm Mexico and in
the United States. In this country the industrial developmerit of the Southwest has opened
up wider fields of employment for unskilled Iaborers in tansportamon agriculture,
mining, and smelting. ..

Socially and poht1ca11y the presence of large numbers of Mexicans in this country
gives tise to serious problems. The reports of the Irmmgra’aon Commission show they
lack ambition, are to a very large extent illiterate in their native language, are slow to
learn English, and in most cases show no political intérest. ... But their most unfavorable
characteristic is their inclination to form colonies and live A manner.
Wherever a considerable group of Mexicans are employed, they live together, if possible,
and associate very little with members of other races. In Los Angeles the housing
problem centers largely in the cleaning up or demolition of the Mexican “house courts,”
which have become the breeding ground of disease and crime, and which have now
attracted a considerable population of immigrants of other races. It is estimated that
approximately 2,000 Mexicans are living in these “house courts.” ... As to be expected
under the circumstances the proportion of criminals and paupers among the Mexicans is
noticeably greater than among the other foreign-born or among the natives. In Los
Angeles county California, the Mexicans comprised 1 1 .4 per cent of the total number of
persons bound over for felonies in 1907.

.. Although the Mexicans have proved to be efficient laborers in certain industries, and
have afforded a cheap and elastic labor supply for the southwestern United States, the
evils to the community at large which their presence in large numbers almost invariably
brings may more than overbalance their desirable qualities. Their low standards of living

* and of morals, their illiteracy, their utter lack of proper political interest, the retarding

effect of their employment up[on the wage scale of the more progressive races, and
finally their tendency to colonize in urban centers, with evil results, combine to stamp

them as a rather undesirable class of residents.



